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SABC's Mokoetle to challenge suspension

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA Aug 29 2010 10:33 

SABC CEO Solly Mokoetle intends to challenge his suspension by the public broadcaster's board and any disciplinary action that may follow, his attorney said in a statement on Sunday.

"Mr Mokoetle has been treated most unfairly. His suspension comes at a time when the functionality of the board that suspended him is an issue that is currently before the parliamentary portfolio committee on communications," Jurgens Bekker attorney Bongani Dlodlo said.

"It [board functionality] remains an issue in respect of which the committee is yet to complete its deliberations," he said.

The new SABC board had been appointed in mid-January, just weeks after Mokoetle began serving his five-year contract.

Dlodo said that the letter of suspension Mokoetle received on Friday forbid him from communicating with the media in any way regarding his suspension and contemplated disciplinary hearing.

This order was in spite of a statement issued by the board announcing the decision to suspend Mokoetle.

Leader of 'stature'
"Mr Mokoetle views this as nothing but a transparent attempt to prevent him from exercising his right to freedom of expression and to effectively silence him," he said.

Dlodlo said South Africa needed leaders of "stature" like Mokoetle, who had previously served the SABC for a period of over 12 years until he left in 2006.

"Under his [Mokoetle's] leadership in the last eight months, the SABC successfully covered the 2010 Fifa World Cup and [had] shown a R100-million profit in turning the SABC around from a deficit situation," he said.

Mokoetle was suspended on Friday following a meeting with the board on Thursday.

Formal charges were still being prepared and would be given to Mokoetle.

The public broadcaster's chief financial officer had meanwhile been appointed acting group CEO.

Turnaround intervention
Meanwhile, the SABC board has taken over responsibility for drafting a turnaround plan for the broadcaster -- and the upshot could be reducing staff to cut the wage bill.

In its submission to Parliament this week, the board said that unless a comprehensive turnaround strategy was developed and implemented in the next three to four months, the SABC would not be able to make repayments on loans secured against a government guarantee.

It has asked Mokoetle, whom it accuses of dereliction of duty in failing to deliver a turnaround strategy by March this year, to give reasons why he should not be suspended. - Sapa and staff reporter 
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