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NEWS WORTH KNOWING




MPs to wait some more for SABC board’s new plan

THE SABC board will not be appearing before the parliamentary portfolio committee on communications on Wednesday to present its turnaround strategy as planned 
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CHANTELLE BENJAMIN 

THE SABC board will not be appearing before the parliamentary portfolio committee on communications today to present its turnaround strategy as planned because new Communications Minister Roy Padayachie first wants to meet them. 

The board was sent packing last month after it failed to present a performance review for the first half of this financial year and a report on the functionality of the board the MPs had requested. 

The committee was also dissatisfied with the turnaround strategy that the board presented, which it felt was not detailed enough. 

Criticism from Parliament’s standing committee on public accounts and the Congress of South African Trade Unions over the lack of decisive action from the government is believed to have contributed to the removal of former communications minister Siphiwe Nyanda. 

A senior SABC official said yesterday that Mr Padayachie had requested a meeting with the board tomorrow, which is why the meeting with the parliamentary committee was postponed. 

“It’s our understanding that the minister wants to first find out where the board is with regard to documents required by the committee and get some understanding of issues facing the board,” the official said.

When asked whether the board would be ready to present a turnaround plan when the meeting with the communications committee sets another hearing date, the official replied: “Yes of course, they were ready in October; they just did not get a chance to present what they had.”

A spokesman for Mr Padayachie did not respond to questions about the meeting.

The new board was appointed with much fanfare at the beginning of the year and charged with bringing the SABC out of its R830m debt crisis. 

Cracks began appearing soon after the board was appointed , however, as news leaked of a serious divide developing, with chairman Ben Ngubane and group CEO Solly Mokoetle on one side and the rest of the board on the other. 

Appeals to Gen Nyanda to intervene and for an urgent parliamentary hearing were slow to take effect — and for the four board members who resigned, the damage had been done. 
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Elite unit to probe SABC losses, fraud 
