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SABC board nominees endorsed

SAPA | 09 March, 2011 

The National Assembly on Wednesday endorsed the four new nominees for the SABC board amid protest from opposition parties who accused the ANC of politicising the process.
The four are: Safcol senior executive, Sethe Makesha; businessman, John Danana; advocate and business consultant, Cawekazi Mahlati; and Media Development and Diversity Agency CEO, Lumko Mtimde.

They are expected to be appointed by President Jacob Zuma soon.

In the debate on the nominations, Democratic Alliance MP Natasha Michaels objected to Mtimde's appointment on the basis that he was "a known proponent of the proposed media tribunal".

Opposition MPs have been riled by Mtimde's nomination to the shortlist of candidates by ANC Youth League spokesman Floyd Shivambu.

Cope said the four new board members were handpicked to please ANC leaders, while the Freedom Front Plus accused the ruling party of trying to tighten control over the broadcaster ahead of the May local government elections.

"We have a major problem with the abuse of the nomination process by the ANC," Cope MP Juli Killian said.

"The ANC has hand-picked the members of the board when it is not in the interest of democracy but meant to make those in Luthuli House happy."

The SABC suffered four resignations from its board last year after members fell out with chairman Ben Skosana and now suspended CEO Solly Mokoetle.

They were SABC board deputy chair Felleng Sekha, Barbara Masekela, David Niddrie, and Makgatho Mello.

