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JUST weeks after taking office, Communications Minister Roy Padayachie has turned the broadcasting world upside down, withdrawing the controversial Public Service Broadcasting Bill and dumping a widely criticised 1% extra tax to fund the SABC.
 
Both proposals were lambasted at public hearings last week.
 
"It was clear to me from the hearings that we needed to start the process anew to ensure it’s a just, consultative framework of what a public broadcaster should be about," he said last night.
 
The withdrawal of the bill was greeted with relief by a demoralised broadcasting and communications sector, which has lobbied for more than a year for changes to the bill.
 
The opposition Democratic Alliance and the Save Our SABC Coalition (SOS), which includes the Congress of South African Trade Unions and the Freedom of Expression Institute, have both suggested the existing Broadcasting Act be amended in the meanwhile to deal with the SABC’s governance and financial crisis.
 
SOS spokeswoman Kate Skinner said: "The immediate financial problems are management problems, and hopefully a few amendments to the Broadcasting Act could deal with the immediate crisis so we do not have to rush the bill."
 
The coalition commended the minister "for his openness and responsiveness to stakeholder concerns articulated most recently at the Department of Communications’ oral hearings on the bill".
 
Mr Padayachie said he wants a review of legislation and regulations to ensure "policy and legislative alignment and consistency". And he wants a review of "research done of funding options for the SABC and community radio".
 
MultiChoice's Aynon Doyle, a former official of the Independent Communications Authority of SA, welcomed Mr Padayachie’s decision to review the Broadcasting White Paper, 1998, saying that was the last time there had been a review of the whole sector.
 
Media Monitoring Africa said the withdrawal of the bill showed the minister’s commitment "to a public service that engages with the needs and concerns of citizens".
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