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SUPPORT PUBLIC BROADCASTING




PROPOSAL FOR THE 2011-2013 BROADCASTING POLICY REVIEW PROCESS
The SOS: Support Public Broadcasting Coalition applauds the commitment made by Minister Roy Padayachie on 2 September 2011 that he would set up a panel of national and international experts to assist the Department of Communication (DoC) to engage with the entire broadcasting landscape, including public (the SABC), commercial and community broadcasters, and to comprehensively review existing policy and legislation. He said the process would be completed in 2013.
The SOS Coalition calls on the Minister and the DoC to ensure a truly comprehensive and broad-based public consultation process – so that any new broadcasting environment in South Africa is as rooted in the wishes of its citizens as possible.

The purpose of this document is to articulate how the SOS Coalition would like the Minister to undertake the policy review process.
It calls on the Minister to ensure:
1. Establishment of structures and adequate government resources
1.1 National Stakeholder Forum

1.1.1 The purpose of this Forum will be to provide strategic direction to the policy review process, and to ensure that the consultation process is broad-based and inclusive of all stakeholders, including the public.

1.1.2 It will be comprised of senior officials from appropriate national government departments, Chapter 9 and statutory bodies, representatives from the Provincial Stakeholder Forums (see below), Panel of Experts (see below), the broadcasting industry and civil society, including unions, civil society campaigns, social movements, NGOs and CBOs operating at the national level i.e. all interested and affected national stakeholders and role players.

1.2 Provincial Stakeholder Forums
1.2.1 The purpose of these Forums will be to ensure that pubic consultation processes are run in all provinces.
1.2.2 It will be comprised of senior officials from appropriate provincial and local government departments and statutory bodies; chairpersons and station managers of public, community and commercial broadcasters, provincial representatives from industry and civil society i.e. all interested and affected provincial stakeholders and role players.

1.2.3 These Forums will hold district discussions where appropriate.

1.2.4 Each Provincial Stakeholder Forum will have representation on the National Stakeholder Forum.

1.3 Panel of Experts
1.3.1 The Department has stated that it will be setting up a panel of local and international experts.
1.3.2 The purpose of the expert panel should be to investigate key challenges and questions, based on national and international good practice, to do with all aspects of broadcasting (i.e. public, community and commercial), including ICT and digital issues. The Panel will produce a series of expert papers with recommendations on all important issues related to the Review. These topics should be identified by the Panel in consultation with the National Stakeholder Forum. The papers and their recommendations will be debated by the National Stakeholder Forum.  All decisions will be presented to the Minister and Department for their final approval.
1.3.3 The Panel of experts will be represented on the National Stakeholder Forum.
1.4 Secretariat within the DoC
1.4.1  The DoC will establish a Secretariat to support the work of the National Stakeholder Committee, Provincial Stakeholder Committees and the Panel of Experts.

1.4.2 The Secretariat will include at least one senior manager, with administrative support, from the DoC, and who are seconded full time to this function for the entire duration of the policy review process.
1.5 The Minister and DoC officials
1.5.1 The Minister and senior DoC officials will be required to provide information, engage in discussions, and provide inputs and comments to both the National Stakeholder Forum and the Panel of Experts.
1.5.2 The Director-General will be responsible for ensuring that the policy review process is supported and promoted by the DoC – perhaps through an internal awareness campaign.

2. Honest and transparent engagement between stakeholders and role players
2.1 The DoC will convene and resource the above structures and functions.
2.2 All government departments and all forms of broadcasters (public, community and commercial) and platforms for broadcasting (radio, TV, websites, Twitter, Facebook, etc.) will engage in awareness campaigns to ensure the public is aware of the policy review process, and to educate people on the importance of making a contribution. The Department will make financial contributions to these processes.
3. Awareness campaigns will include public service announcements, talk shows and debates in all forms of broadcasting stations in different languages.

3.1 Provision will be made for feedback at all levels, including the public.

3.2 Feedback will be used to truly influence the development of new policy and legislation, without political, commercial or other interests taking precedence.

4. Deliverables that hold stakeholders and role players accountable to one another
All deliverables will be presented to the Minister, and to stakeholders and role players for public debate and feedback. All deliverables will be placed in the public domain.
1.1  National Stakeholder Forum

1.1.1 Minutes of meetings.
1.1.2 Key resolutions.
1.1.3 Record of public consultation activities and feedback at national level.

1.2 Provincial Stakeholder Forums

1.2.1 Minutes of meetings.
1.2.2 Record of public consultation activities and feedback within provinces and smaller geographical localities.

4.1 Panel of Experts, in close consultation with the National Stakeholder Committee
4.1.1 Minutes of meetings.
4.1.2 Expert papers on key broadcasting issues.
4.1.3 Six monthly progress reports including interim recommendations. 
4.1.4 A Broadcasting Green Paper

4.1.5 A Broadcasting White Paper

4.1.6 A final report including detailed recommendations for new legislation and amendments to existing legislation and regulations. 
KEY ISSUES TO DISCUSS

Refer to the document entitled Vision of the “SOS Support Public Broadcasting” Coalition: Document to support the Broadcasting Policy Review Process (September 2011) for concrete and substantive proposals.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE SOS COALITION OR TO ACCESS THE ABOVE DOCUMENT:
www.supportpublicbroadcasting.co.za
TO COMMENT ON THIS PROPOSED POLICY REVIEW PROCESS CONTACT:
Kate Skinner: SOS Coalition Coordinator (kate.skinner@mweb.co.za)
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