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SUPPORT PUBLIC BROADCASTING




Mr. Kuben Naidoo
National Planning Commission Secretariat
Private Bag X1000

Pretoria

0001

29 February 2012
Dear Mr Naidoo
SUBMISSION BY THE SOS: SUPPORT PUBLIC BROADCASTING COALITION ON THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – VISION FOR 2030 (11 NOVEMBER 2011)
1. The “SOS: Support Public Broadcasting” Coalition (“SOS”) is a membership-based coalition. It represents a number of trade unions including the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU); COSATU affiliates including the Communication Workers Union (CWU); the Federation of Unions of South Africa (FEDUSA), the Media Workers Association of South Africa (MWASA), the Broadcast, Electronic Media and Allied Workers Union (BEMAWU); independent film and TV production sector organisations including the South African Screen Federation (SASFED); non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and community-based organisations (CBOs) including the Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI) and Media Monitoring Africa (MMA); academics, freedom of expression activists and concerned individuals.
2. SOS welcomes the opportunity to comment on the National Development Plan (“the Plan”). SOS is of the view that the Plan represents a critical opportunity to map a path to development and entrenched democracy for our country. We think that it would be enormously beneficial for the National Planning Commission (“the Commission”) to hold public hearings on the Plan and in the event that such hearings are held, SOS would like to make oral representations.

3. SOS wishes to focus on a single issue: the importance of broadcasting for development.

4. It is trite, but frankly needs reiterating, that South Africa is a developing country with massive levels of inequality both in terms of wealth but also in terms of access to education, technology and information. We need to find mechanisms to overcome this inequality. The elite has ready access to a variety of sources of information: newspapers, magazines, books, television (including obviously DSTV), radio and the Internet. However the vast majority of South Africans do not have access to the Internet and cannot afford newspapers. In many rural areas not only are newspapers not available, but high rates of illiteracy makes access thereto meaningless. South Africans are dependent upon broadcasting for their sense of the world – for access to news, entertainment and information.

5. SOS is disappointed at the paucity of discussion on the role of broadcasting and the electronic media and the role of associated industries such as the music, film and television production, that is, the culture sector more generally, in the Plan. We think that it is simply not possible to consider issues such as: 

· the economy and employment

· positioning South Africa and the world

· improving education, innovation and training

· promoting health 

· social protection

· promoting accountability and fighting corruption

· transforming society and uniting the country 

without a thorough assessment of the role of broadcasting (and culture more generally) in all of these areas and a clear strategic vision of how broadcasting can, and should be, contributing to overall national development. 

6. An assessment of the role that broadcasting can play requires an analysis of where broadcasting is today and where it needs to be headed in order to play a constructive, growth-focused, educational and informational role in 2030.

7. In our view, broadcasting is in an unhealthy state. As you are no doubt aware, there are three tiers of broadcasters. SOS is of the view that none of these tiers are operating optimally at this time. In this regard:

· Public: Public broadcaster (the SABC) has been in crisis for six years and has yet to stabilise
· Community: Community broadcasters, particularly geographically-based ones, are struggling financially and with governance problems
· Commercial: The commercial broadcasting sector is characterised by insufficient competition. Both the free to air and subscription television sectors are entirely dominated by a single operator. South Africa ha s yet to licence a single national commercial radio broadcaster
8. SOS has, for past five years, worked slowly and carefully building a collective vision for the future of broadcasting (with a particular emphasis on public broadcasting). We have developed a document - “Ensuring innovative, citizen-orientated public broadcasting in South Africa: Vision of the SOS: Support Public Broadcasting Coalition” (“SOS Vision Document”) which reflects years of: professional research, and expert, international and grass-roots and stakeholder input obtained through a number of round-table meetings and engagements. In our vision document we look at all three tiers of broadcasting and make concrete, clear and workable proposals for how to make broadcasting an effective tool in the public interest.

9. We hereby request the Commission to consider carefully SOS’s proposals made in the Vision document and to ensure that the finalised Plan deals comprehensively with broadcasting, including all three tiers of broadcasting.

10. As a public interest civil society organisation SOS makes itself available to assist the Commission. For example, we would be prepared, free of charge, to assist in drafting provisions for insertion into the final Plan, including, if this would be of assistance, drafting sections on the developmental role of broadcasting and the electronic media more generally.

11. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries or require any further information or if we can be of any further assistance.

Thank you

Yours faithfully
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Signed by Kate Skinner, SOS Coordinator, on behalf of the SOS Working Group
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